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SENATE RESOLUTION 109  

By  Faulk 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to recognize Willard Eldridge on the occasion of 

his retirement. 

 WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should pause to 

specially recognize, particularly on the occasion of their retirement, those estimable citizens who 

have distinguished themselves as community leaders of whom we can all be proud; and 

 WHEREAS, one such outstanding individual is Willard Eldridge, who has served with 

distinction throughout his ten year tenure with the Tennessee Department of Labor as a 

Veterans Outreach Specialist with the Knoxville Employment Security Office, the Knoxville 

Veterans Counseling Center, and the Talbot Career Center; and 

WHEREAS, understanding the value of education, Mr. Willard attended Los Angeles 

Community College, University of Maryland, Harvard University, and received his Associate of 

Arts degree in Electronic Technology from Fountainhead College in Knoxville; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Willard heroically and honorably served in the United States Army and 

took great pride in the important role he played in our nation's defense; and 

WHEREAS, during his lengthy military career, he notably served in several capacitates 

from 1964 until 1988, such as a Heavy Equipment Recovery Specialist and Mechanic, Hawk 

Missile System Radar and Missile Technician, Military Intelligence Space Collection (SPACOL) 

Interceptor Analyst, Tactical Command Unit First Sergeant, Instructor at the Intelligence Center 

and School, and he headed the Curriculum Development Division at Ft. Devens, 

Massachusetts; and 

WHEREAS, in 1989, he distinguished himself during the military coup in Panama; 

serving as Sergeant of the Guard, he thwarted an attack on the American Forces Network 

television and radio station during an attempt to blow up the facility and the main ammunition 

depot for Panama City Corondu; and 
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WHEREAS, after being trained as an Electronic Warfare Non-Communications Intercept 

Analyst in the Army Security Agency (ASA), he served with acumen and alacrity in numerous 

assignments including stints with the 82nd Airborne Division, the 313th ASA, the Army 

Intelligence Center and School as an Instructor and Noncommissioned Officer in Charge of 

Curriculum Development, Platoon Sergeant for the Mobile Intercept Platoon (Teampack), the 3rd 

Infantry Division, the 311th Military Intelligence Battalion, the 101st Airborne Division Air Assault 

Unit as Noncommissioned Officer in Charge of the 311th, S3 Section, and finishing his service 

as First Sergeant of the 311th Military Intelligence Headquarters and Charlie Company; and 

WHEREAS, following the patriotic tradition for which the Volunteer State is renowned, 

First Sergeant Willard Eldridge did not shrink from serving in the military, believing in the justice 

of the cause to protect our national security, liberty, and freedom; and 

WHEREAS, no stranger to honors and accolades, Willard Eldridge evidenced an 

unswerving commitment to excellence that earned him many awards and decorations, including 

the Meritorious Service Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, 

the Army Commendation Medal, the Army Achievement Ribbon, the Army Service Ribbon, the 

Good Conduct Medal, the Overseas Service Medal, the National Defense Service Medal, the 

Professional Development Ribbon, the Air Assault Wings with Flash, the German 

Marksmanship Badge Bronze Award, the Expert Marksmanship Badge, and numerous Letters 

of Commendation and Achievement Certificates; and 

WHEREAS, during his tenure with the Department of Labor, he was recognized for his 

singular skills with four Letters of Appreciation and the five year service pin; and 

WHEREAS, deeply involved in his community, Mr. Eldridge has been affiliated with a 

number of civic, veterans, and military organizations including, council member and sub-council 

chairman of the Tennessee-Kentucky Military Retiree Council, member of the Veterans Project 

“Stand Down”, commander of the Claiborne County American Legion Post, member of the 

Volunteers of America Homeless Veterans Reintegration Project, scout leader of the Claiborne 

County Webloe Scouts, member of the 101st Airborne Division Association, member of the 

Blount British Cars and Sports Cars Club, and a member of the East Tennessee MG Drivers 

Club; and 
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WHEREAS, Mr. Eldridge epitomizes the ideal of the consummate professional and 

public servant, and embodies the best of his community; and 

WHEREAS, his many professional accomplishments aside, Mr. Eldridge is most 

appreciative of the love and companionship he has shared with his wife, Rebecca Eldridge, their 

five children, Paul Eldridge, Renee Lax, Joshua Eldridge, Jacob Eldridge, and Mickayla 

Eldridge, their ten grandchildren, and one great-grandchild; and 

 WHEREAS, throughout his estimable career, Willard Eldridge has demonstrated the 

utmost professionalism, ability, and integrity, winning the unbridled respect and admiration of 

this great nation and the State of Tennessee; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED SIXTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, that we extend to Willard Eldridge our heartfelt 

wishes for a happy and fulfilling retirement and every continued success in his future endeavors. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


